
 

The Messenger 

Goes Back  

to School!! 
 August 2012 

It' s that time of year again!   
Local Outreach will be coordinating the backpack and school supply collection for less advan-

taged children within the WJCC schools.  If you would like to help ensure these children go back to 
school with the required supplies, please place items from the list below in the middle bin labeled 
"Back to School Supplies" in the closets just outside the church office.  If you have any questions, 
please contact Robyn Gohsman (274-2950) or tgooz57@aol.com 

Pocket folders 

4 oz bottles of glue 

Glue sticks 

Yellow #2 pencils 

Colored pencils 

Composition notebooks (black & white) 

Pink block erasers 

1 ½” 3 ring binders (White) 

2” 3 ring binders 

2” D ring binders 

1 subject spiral notebooks 

Backpacks-large enough to fit a lunch 
box, no wheels 

Crayons (24 count and 48 count) 

Pencil Boxes (plastic) 

Washable markers 

Children’s scissors 

Dry erase markers 

Subject dividers (5 tabs) 

Pencil Sharpeners (with shavings catcher) 

Highlighters 

College rule loose leaf notebook paper 

mailto:tgooz57@aol.com


 

Why Small Groups? 
By Senior Pastor Bill Jones 

 

The story is told of a young woman named Linda who was driving alone through the lonely area from Al-
berta, Canada to the Yukon. She spent one night in one of the rare hotels in the area. The next morning in 
the breakfast area she was seated near two truckers. They asked where she was going. She said 
“Whitehorse.”  “In that little Civic?” they asked. “It’s dangerous this time of year in this kind of weather.” 
Linda replied, “Well, I’m determined to try.” “In that case,” one of the truckers said, “We’re just going to 
have to hug you.” Linda drew back and said, “You’re not going to touch me.” The truckers chuckled and said, 
“Not like that. We’ll put one truck in front of you and one in the rear. In that way, we’ll get you through the 
mountains.” And so they did.  

Most of us Christians need to be hugged along life’s pathway. With fellow Christians up front who know 
the way and can lead, and with others behind, gently encouraging, we too can pass safely. A wonderful place 
to be “hugged” is within a Christian support group. Most of us need a small support group of Christians who 
will meet with us regularly. Jesus said, “Where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among 
them.” Here is the dynamic secret of the small group. Jesus is there in a special way. Because he is there, his 
spirit permeates the fellowship and believers are able to journey through life in safety. Small group partici-
pants are powerfully equipped to challenge, comfort, and encourage each other along the way. The truth is a 
Christian can survive without a small group; but in order to grow, a small group is essential.  

George H. Gallup, the famous pollster, points that Americans are physically detached from each other. We 
change places of residence frequently – from across town to across the state to across the country. Most of 
us do not know the names of our neighbors. There is a kind of isolation even in a crowded city. Perhaps that 
is the reason that the small group movement is exploding across America, especially in many of our churches. 
One of the vital needs of our times is intimate and healing community.  

Who are the people who are “hugging” you? Do you have a few people with whom you meet regularly for 
prayer, sharing of scripture, mutual accountability, fellowship, or service to others? Do you have a small 
group in which you can celebrate victories and receive comfort in times of pain? Do you have a few Christian 
friends with whom you can share almost anything? Small groups are absolutely essential in large churches 
like Williamsburg UMC. If a person does not have a small group within the big church, one may become a 
spectator. Biblically speaking, the church is the body of Christ on earth and, as Paul says, “we, who are 
many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of an-
other.” (Romans 12:5).  In other words, we each are members of Christ’s 
body and we should use God’s gifts to us for the good of the whole 
body.”   

The Book of Acts, in chapter 2, describes the birth of the church on the 
day of Pentecost when the Holy Spirit descended upon the disciples and those 
gathered in Jerusalem fifty days after Christ’s resurrection.   In addition to the 120 
who experienced the presence of the risen Christ in a dynamic way, Luke tells us 
that another 3,000 responded to Peter’s preaching and were added to the fel-
lowship that day.  Luke adds “They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teach-
ing and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.” The truth is that 
even in that auspicious beginning of the church everything that happened for 
the most part happened with the fellowship or grew from the fellowship.  There 
was a quality of life in their fellowship.  For the most part, the fellowship was 
practiced in small groups as people would gather in homes, break bread to-
gether, listen to some teaching of an apostle, share with one another what was 
going on in their life, pray for one another and return to the world. 

At the heart of Christian fellowship is the genuine care that all of us desperately need. Caring – genuine 
caring – is what characterized the fellowship of the early church.  There is the story of a little boy who went 
to scout camp for the first time. When it was time to go swimming, the lifeguard explained the buddy sys-
tem: “You have a partner, you stay by him and swim by him, and when I blow the whistle, you show you 



 

have your buddy with you by raising your hands. That way, nobody gets lost and nobody drowns.’ After he 
had completed the instructions, the lifeguard wanted to be certain he had gotten his instructions across, so 
he said, “Now, what does it mean to have a buddy?” A little boy raised his hand and said, “A buddy is some-
one who drowns with you.” The church, at its best, has a buddy system. We are a caring community but car-
ing doesn’t come naturally. We must choose to care. I don’t know a better way to do that than to be part of 
a small group where you commit yourself to one another to meet together regularly and to share together in 
the Christian life and the Christian journey.   

Recently we held a Creating Small Groups rally to discern what needs members of our congregation have 
for small groups.  Beginning in September we will be launching new small groups that will help us to further 
our mission of “welcoming our neighbors, nurturing our faith and transforming our world.” These new small 
groups, along with existing small groups, will provide more people in our congregation to connect with other 
people, grow in their relationship with Christ, and experience community.  We invite you to consider joining 
one of our new small groups this fall.  Stay tuned for updates. 

ECMS News 

Registration for ECMS Fall Classes 
Registration is underway for the fall 2012 se-

mester of the Early Childhood Music School.  
Classes for children ages 2 months through 7 years 
will begin September 10.  Morning and evening 
class times are available, including many concurrent 
times for siblings.  Childcare, at a nominal fee, is 
offered for siblings of Thursday morning infants.   

Keyboard classes for chil-
dren 6-8 years old and for 
young-at-heart adults are also 
available.  Adult student, 
Janet Yaugo, is shown enjoy-
ing her weekly Keyboard 
(group piano) class.   

For information, contact 
Cindy Freeman (229-1771 

ext.108) or cfreeman@williamsburgumc.org or 
pick up an information brochure at the Connection 
Corner. 

Keyboards Needed 
ECMS is in need of electronic 

keyboards in good condition.  
Benches and stands are also 
needed.   If you have a four- or 

five-octave keyboard gathering 
dust in your attic, please contact 
Cindy Freeman (229-1771 ext. 

108) or cfreeman@williamsburgumc.org to do-
nate it to the music school .  Pick-up can be ar-
ranged.    

On Saturday, Sep-
tember 8, the United 
Methodist Men will meet 

for breakfast at 8:00 a.m. in 
Fellowship Hall.  Carl Gerhold will be speaking with 
us about the Outreach Ministries of WUMC.  The 
cost of the breakfast is $7.00.  For reservations, 
contact either Charley Skillman (258-4930) or 
email:  csskillmanjr@cox.net or Bob Spencer 
(741-2091)  or email:  spencerlaw@cox.net by 
Tuesday, September 4. 

(Continued from previous page) 

Dear Friends, 

Jane Sydney and I truly appreciate your 
many expressions of kindness and encour-
agement as we enter a new time in our 
lives.  We have received many cards.  You 
have been generous in your love gift.  We 
were greatly affirmed by the wonderful re-
ception.  We look forward to continuing the 
many relationships we cherish as well as 
being a part of Williamsburg UMC.  Thank 
you for opening your arms to embrace us 
and sharing your lives with us. 

Mike Meloy 

mailto:cfreeman@williamsburgumc.org
mailto:cfreeman@williamsburgumc.org
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Thoughts from Allie 
 

This summer, I’m embarking on the last leg of a 
long journey called The Ordination Process. 

 

It’s such a long process that it’s hard to talk 
about concisely, but I’m going to try.  Not only will 
ordination-related assignments be a big focus for 
me in the coming months, but this is also a great 
time for you to learn everything you always (or 
never?) wanted to know about how your United 
Methodist clergy come to be! 

As many of you know, I am not yet an ordained 
minister in the UMC—which is why, unlike Bill and 
Todd, I don’t wear a stole in worship.  Instead, it’s 
kind of like I’m in a pastoral trial period.  Two years 
ago, I was commissioned as a Provisional Elder in 
the Virginia Conference.  In June 2013, if the Board 
of Ordained Ministry says yes, I will be ordained as 
an Elder in Full Connection at Annual Conference.  
(By the way, this isn’t just a rubber stamp—in some 
years, only around 50% of candidates are recom-
mended for ordination by the Board; the rest are 
continued and get to try again the next year.) 

This process really began 8 years ago when, as 
a junior and senior in college, I first began to seri-
ously discern a call to ordained ministry.  Over the 
next few years, I met with mentors, took a psycho-
logical evaluation, went to seminary, and was ap-
proved as a candidate by my home church charge 
conference and my District Committee on Ministry. 

After I graduated from seminary, I moved home 
for a year and concentrated on getting commis-
sioned.  To be commissioned as a provisional elder, 
I had to write four papers: one each in the areas of 
Theology, Call, Personal Growth, and Practice of 
Ministry.  I also had to take another psychological 
test, request evaluations from church members 
where I’d been an intern in seminary, and make a 
DVD of myself preaching and leading worship.  In 
January of that year, I went before the Board of 
Ordained Ministry to be interviewed in those four 
areas, so that they could determine whether I was 
indeed ready for pastoral ministry. 

Since then I’ve been in what’s known as the 
“Provisional Process”—that pastoral trial period.  
That means, among other things, that for the past 
two years I’ve met with a covenant group, gone to 

Condolences   
 

Our thoughts and prayers go out to 
the families of those who have 
passed away during the month 

of July: 

mother of Joyce Alewynse 

Bill Dunn 

George Lewis 

husband of Sandy Owens 
 (she works in ECMS) 

provisional retreats, and worked from an action plan 
each year in order to grow in my practice of minis-
try. 

Now it’s time to go back before the Board.  By 
December 7, I will have written three more papers 
(Theology, Vocation and Leadership, and Practice of 
Ministry), taken another psychological exam (you 
should be convinced of my general emotional stabil-
ity by now), recorded another worship service 
where I preach and preside at the table, formed a 
detailed teaching plan and taught a class, and re-
quested some more evaluations.  In January, I’ll go 
back before the Board of Ordained Ministry.  This 
time, instead of discerning whether I am ready for 
ministry, it will be the Board’s job to discern 
whether I am effective in ministry. 

Like I said, it’s been a long journey.  It’s also 
been rewarding, frustrating, challenging, affirming, 
and expensive (you have to pay for all those psy-
chological evaluations!)  The best thing about the 
process is that I’ve met some really wonderful peo-
ple along the way, mentors and peers, with whom I 
expect to maintain professional and personal rela-
tionships for life, relationships that will sustain and 
support me in my ministry. 

You’ll be seeing signs of my ordination work 
around church soon.  In September, I’ll be teaching 
a four-week Bible Study on the book of Mark during 
the Sunday School hour (watch for more informa-
tion).  The first Sunday in October is when I’ll be 
recording a worship service (watch for pleas for vol-
unteers with video cameras!)  Feel free to ask ques-
tions along the way!  Meanwhile, I hope you 
learned a little about ordination in the UMC—and 
thanks for being with me on the journey. 



 

Do you have an article for the 
Newsletter? 

 

If you would like to submit an 
article for publication in the 
Messenger, the deadline 

for submittals is the 15th of 
the month.  Articles sub-

mitted should be typed or 
neatly printed, limited to a 1/2 

page in length and are subject 
to editing for grammar, spelling and content.  They 
can be submitted by e-mail to Lianne Koch at 
lkoch@williamsburgumc.org.  If you have any 
questions, please e-mail Lianne or call (229-1771). 

If you ever have a moment, stop by 
our website to see what’s going on at 
our church.  The address is 
www.williamsburgumc.org.  Find out 
about all the ministries and other activities that 
you or your family may be interested in join-
ing!!  We have something for everyone!! 

If you have any questions about some-
thing you see on our website, contact the 
church office (229-1771). 

Have you checked 
out our Website? 

Hello Everyone! 
 

I have been very busy since coming to Williams-
burg, experiencing many different aspects of minis-
try in just four short weeks.   I have been able to go 
on visits, attend many meetings, and help write lit-
urgy for Sunday services.  I have felt truly blessed 
by this congregation, and I thank you for all your 
support.  

Several weeks ago, I led music for VBS, which 
was a true gift.  I absolutely loved working with the 
children, and they did a fantastic job learning the 
music, having fun and singing for loved ones during 
the closing program on Friday.  The children were 
such an energetic group!  They kept me going 
through the many repetitions of the “jumping song!’ 

I have also been helping in Respite Care by do-
ing music lessons.  The clients are so receptive to 
music, and they participate well.  I am reminded of 
why I want to be a Music Therapist. 

Two weeks ago, I participated in Music Camp, 
doing devotions each morning which was a new ex-
perience for me.  The children at the camp were 
quite talented, and I enjoyed seeing them grow in 
their music.  

I should probably mention the small feat of 
preaching a few Sunday’s ago, although the feat 
was anything but small.  I actually enjoyed prepar-
ing for my sermon, and I want t thank everyone for 
their warm remarks and encouragement.  It means 
a lot knowing that I touched at least one person 
through my message, and that is all that matters. 

These activities represent only a small part of 
what I have been doing over the past month, so I 
have been keeping myself busy.  Thank you again 
for your encouragement.  I am looking forward to 
another month of learning and growing! 

 

Blessings, 

Emily 

Stephen Ministry 
Who will know about my problem if 

I talk to a Stephen Minister?  Many 
people ask this question.  Confidential-
ity is the cornerstone of Stephen Min-

istry and no one will find out what you discuss.  If 
you have a burden that you need to share, perhaps 
a Stephen Minister can help. 

mailto:lkoch@williamsburgumc.org
http://www.williamsburgumc.org


 

We Did It!! 
UMCOR Kits Missions Project 

 

Our goal for June 2012 - 1000 kits 
Sent to Conference on 6/19/12 – 1011 kits 

(plus $1530 for shipping) 
 

Thank you to everyone who donated supplies, 
sewed school kit bags, assembled kits, donated 
money for supplies, donated money for shipping 
(including the shipping of 53 boxes to Roanoke – 
thank you Gordon Angles), kept track of money do-
nated, and generally cheered us on! 

Breakdown: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PS – School supplies are on sale now – great 
time to stock up. There is space available at the 
church for storage of any kits or kit supplies. See 
Barb Hamson. 
 

Thank you all for your support and participation 
in this Mission Project. 

Terri Morgan, Global Outreach 
Barbara Hamson 
Mary Liz Sadler 

Total Kits 

Health Kits 

School Kits 

Baby Layette Kits 

Birthing Kits 

Sewing Kits 

Flood Buckets 

Total Value 

VA 

Conference 

36916 

19151 

11586 

1784 

3991 

? 

404 

$473,846 

Williamsburg 

UMC 

1011 

519 

375 

15 

100 

2 

0 

$11,714 

Sunday School 
World Religions will begin 

again in September.  We will focus 
on Judaism in the fall and begin 
Christianity with Advent.  The pro-
gram will include field trips to a 
synagogue for the High Holidays 

and various services in different protestant denomi-
nations.  The leader of the class will be Rev. Jeanne 
Forrest. 

This class will explore various methods of medi-
tation, including 'Lectio Divina,' and will continue an 
in depth study of Spiritual Development using Henri 
Nouwen's book "Spiritual Formation" and "New 
Seeds of Contemplation" by Thomas Merton. 

Grief  

Support 

Class 
 

September 18 - November 20 
Tuesdays  

6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 

This class is open to anyone 
who is grieving the loss of a 

loved one. 

Creating More  

Happiness  

in Your Life 
 

September 19 - December 19 
 Wednesdays, 10:30 a.m. - noon 

We will focus on discovering one's  
Life Purpose. 

For more information on the above classes, 
contact Rev. Jeanne Forrest (503-3550). 

Meditation & 

Spiritual  

Development 
 

September 17 - November 19 
Mondays, 4:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 



 

Williamsburg United 
Methodist Women 

August 2012 
UMW Circle Meetings 

 

Carol Scott Circle – No plans for August 
 

Friendship Circle – No plans for August 
 

Jean Craig Circle – No plans for August 
 

Mary Lou Clarke/Heritage Circle – No plans for 
August 
 

Olive Casey Circle – No plans for August 
 

Williamsburg Landing Circle – No plans for Au-
gust 
 

Windsor Meade Circle – No plans for August 
 

Susannah Wesley Circle – Saturday, August 4, at 
6:00 p.m., at the home of Joanne Sutlive.  Bring a 
covered dish to share.  
 

Sisters in Faith Circle – Tuesday, August 14, at 
6:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall for a Pot Luck Summer 
Social.  Fellowship, good food and a time to look at 
our Fall meetings.  Guests are invited.  

Flute Frenzy's  

Summer Games 
 

July 30 - August 3 
1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Originally scheduled at Williamsburg 
United Methodist Church, it will now take 
place at Our Saviour's Lutheran Church in 
Norge. This is open to youth flutists en-
tering grades 5-12 who have played flute 
at least one school year.  Tuition:  $125.    

For more information, visit their web-
site,  www.flutefrenzy.org, or contact 
Margaret Carlson, director, 253-0850. 

Save the Date!! 
Coming Closer to God in 

 Mind, Body, and Soul 
WUMC Women's Retreat  

sponsored by  
the WUMC Congregational Care Committee 

 

Saturday, October 27-28 
 

We will leave from WUMC early Saturday morn-
ing and drive to Hot Springs in southwestern Vir-
ginia where we will participate in a variety of classes 
on Saturday and spend one night at the Homestead 
Resort Hotel. Following a class Sunday morning and 
closing communion service, we will return late Sun-
day afternoon. 

Information cards with fees and registration 
forms are available at Connection Corner. A specific 
schedule of events will be available by the end of 
August.  We look forward to a wonderful weekend! 

For more information, contact Rev. Jeanne 
Forrest (503-3550). 

Monday Night Book  

Discussion Group 
We will resume study starting 

September 10 when we will be read-
ing Elaine Pagels’ The Gnostic Gos-
pels. 

If you are interested in joining 
the group, contact Peter Morgan 

(220-4749) or morganpm@cox.net. 

http://www.flutefrenzy.org
mailto:morganpm@cox.net
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Whether your attempt to escape the heat is to the beach, the mountains or an easy chair in the air-
conditioned comfort of your home, don’t forget to stop by the library and pick up a book or two to escape 
with.  Consider Cathy Gohlke’s WILLIAM HENRY IS A FINE NAME which tells the story of a railroad that 
runs underground.  At age 13 Robert realized that his best friend, William Henry, was black.  About this same 
time he wondered why “{i}t wasn’t uncommon for Pa to go out in the night.  ‘I never figured why a man who 
worked from day to dusk would want to go traipsing off in the middle of the night.’”   Robert had to decide 
where he stood on the question of slavery and whether or not he should act on it.  Written with a middle 
school audience in mind, adults may find this book difficult to put down.  For those participating in the UMW’s 
Reading Program, this book is in the Nurturing for Community category and eligible for credit only until the 
end of 2013.  Remember...you don’t have to be a member of the UMW to check out books included in this 
program.  There are many wonderful selections of interest to both men and women.  Look for them on the 
shelves to the right as you enter the library. 

Now a question for the children.  Do you know of any holiday in the month of Au-
gust?   Every other month of the year has one  but it seems the month of August was left 
out...or was it?  I think you’ll be surprised.  Check out MRS. MUDDLE’S HOLIDAYS and 
discover not only her special August holiday but the many ways you can create a holiday 
all your own.   Mine for August is “Visit Your Church Library Day” on Sunday, August 
12.  Besides MRS. MUDDLE’S HOLIDAYS you’ll find lots of wonderful books to add to 
your summer fun. 
  

“There is a temperate zone in the mind between luxurious indolence and exacting work; 
and it is to this region just between laziness and labor that summer reading belongs. 

— Henry Ward Beecher 

Library News 


